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June 10, 2020 

 

Dear Faculty, Staff, Parents/Guardians, and Students: 

 

We are at a transformational point in our lives and in history.  On behalf of the faculty, staff, and students, 

we would like to clearly communicate that Ridgewood High School condemns racism, prejudice, and 

injustice in all forms.  As a follow up to my letter last week regarding the national protests and how hate 

has no place at RHS or in society, I would like to take this opportunity to share some specific examples 

of how RHS educates students specifically about the tragic death of George Floyd as well as generally 

about the topic of civil rights. 

 

George Floyd Panel and Lessons 

In response to the recent protests, RHS teachers and students participated last week in a panel discussion 

with distinguished guests: Johanna Garcia - lifelong community activist addressing the education, 

housing and health care needs of Upper Manhattan; Michael Tiffany - Retired Assistant Chief of NYPD 

Intelligence Division; Torre Watson - teacher, coach, and mentor in Ridgewood for the last 24 years.  The 

panel focused on the questions: What changes need to occur to address the issues of injustice raised by 

the recent protests? How do we make these changes?   

 

RHS - George Floyd Forum Discussion 

 

This panel discussion was so successful, the social studies department is planning another one for students 

who wish to participate in a similar discussion this Friday. 

 

To further enhance the RHS curriculum, social studies and English teachers have been engaging students 

in ad hoc discussions about the George Floyd protests and others have been creating more structured 

lessons to dive into the issues of civil rights, power, and inequity.  For a summer reading program this 

year, students will be asked to participate in exploring themes and questions revolving around the topic 

"Let's Talk about Race." 

 

Presentations 

During the last two years, students were exposed to the following presentations.  This is a partial list of a 

typical school year’s activities: 

 

• Holocaust/Genocide Guest Speaker Series:  Making a Difference 
This series highlights the impact individuals can have, even in the darkest parts of our world. Over the 
course of five events, guest speakers share personal accounts of their experiences as education 

reformers, documentary photographers, and even genocide survivors, while emphasizing the value of 

upstanding citizenship and resiliency.   

 

• Dr. Derrick Gay presentation about empathy, cultural competency, and deep inclusion: Will 

You Be Prepared for Success in the 21st Century? 
This presentation challenged students’ thinking about the knowledge, skills, and competencies required 

to succeed in a globalized and multicultural world. The interactive workshop emphasized the 

importance of collaborating with those who are different as critical to success, while presenting ideas 
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around civics and citizenship that promote the creation of spaces where everyone can fully participate 

and contribute to the community.  

 

• Dr. Michael Fowlin presentation about social problem solving called: You Don’t Know Me 

Until You Know Me 
Dr. Fowlin’s mission is to create an atmosphere of worldwide inclusion, not just tolerance, towards all 
people.  He hopes that all audience members leave his performance with that wonderful, awakening 

feeling of beauty: the beauty within one’s self and the beauty within others; the celebration of our 

differences, and the acceptance of our shared experiences. community.  

 

• David D’Amico from the Middlesex County Dept. of Corrections and Youth Services 

presentation about human conflict called: Bias, Prejudice & Stereotypes - How Do They Affect 

Us?   
This presentation explored how prejudice and discrimination often are root causes for human conflict, 

which explains how strangers come to hate one another.  In this interactive workshop, students 
examined the definitions of prejudice and discrimination, discussed examples of these concepts, and 

investigated causes of these biases. Our perception is how we view, respond, and react to every 

experience.  This workshop is designed to help us better understand what stereotypes and biases are; 
discuss how to recognize our own biases; and how to move beyond them to create a safe environment 

for learning.  

 

Programs 

During the last two years, many students participated in the following programs.  This is a partial list of a 

typical school year’s activities: 
 

• NJ School Segregation Symposium:  RHS teachers collaborated with Rutgers Law professor Elise 

Boddie in organizing an event hosted by Rutgers Newark for over 300 students from 16 different high 

schools from across NJ. Attending students discussed the causes and effects of persistent socio-

economic and ethnic segregation both within and between New Jersey’s schools, and debated potential 
policy initiatives designed to resolve the issue.   

 

• Bergen County Segregation Symposium:  RHS organized and hosted an event for over 500 students 

from 4 different Bergen County schools. Attending students discussed the causes and effects of 
persistent socio-economic and ethnic segregation across Bergen County and the US as a whole, and 

debated potential policy initiatives designed to resolve the issue.  

 

• RHS Civil Rights Gallery Walk: RHS social studies teachers combined students from 4 different 
grades and classes to produce a Civil Rights Timeline Gallery Walk, housed in the RHS Learning 

Commons. 

 

• RHS Segregation Symposium: RHS teachers organized and hosted an event for over 300 RHS 
students. Attending students discussed the causes and effects of persistent socio-economic and ethnic 

segregation across the US, and debated potential policy initiatives designed to resolve the issue. 

 

Classroom Lessons and Activities 

Over the course of students’ high school experience through the English and social studies curricula, they 

are exposed to the history of societal bias, prejudice, and stereotypes during class lessons and learn to deal 

with these topics in proactive and positive ways.  Unit lessons addressing these topics are identified with 

an “AC” for Amistad Commission, or a “H” for Holocaust Commission.  The following is a partial list of 

a typical school year’s activities: 

 

• Human and civil rights are taught in grades 9-12 English and social studies curricula 

 

• Holocaust and genocide are taught in grades 9-12 English and social studies curricula 

 



 
• Night and To Kill a Mockingbird are read and studied in grade 9 and 10 English curriculum 

respectively 

 

• Freshmen F.O.C.U.S. addresses many social and emotional topics for 9th graders  

 

• Schoolwide, we celebrate our diversity and inclusivity through annual events such as: Week 

of Respect, Celebration of the Arts, Asian Festival  

 

• We fly the Pride Flag on the flagpole in June and it hangs permanently in the Campus Center 

Conclusion 

To reiterate what I wrote in last week’s letter, hate has no place at RHS or in society.  As educators, we 

will continue to teach our students about the issues and events related to civil rights, genocide, and the 

Holocaust, and we will strive to empower them to be upstanders not bystanders.  When students graduate 

from RHS, they are able to apply knowledge to develop their passions, stand strong in the face of adversity, 

and make an impact on their world. 

 

As students mature and move along on their academic journeys, we ask them to educate themselves on 

topics and issues and to remain open to alternative viewpoints.  We hope their connections with peers 

continue to deepen and that they develop the critical attribute of empathy.  Now more than ever, we must 

all strive to nurture that which unifies us as human beings and to reject that which divides us. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Thomas A. Gorman, Ed.D. 

Principal 

 


